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The U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Central District of California (CACB) is the largest bankruptcy court in the United States. With jurisdiction over seven counties, the Central District covers approximately
40,000 square miles. The Central District is comprised of five divisions: Los Angeles, Northern, Riverside, San Fernando Valley, and Santa Ana. The Court serves the residents of Los Angeles, Orange,

Riverside, San Bernardino, Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo, and Ventura Counties.
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CACB received the most pro se filings in the nation. In

PRO SE FILINGS , 2016, pro se bankruptcy filings in the Central District were
more than double that of the second-ranked court, the
Northern District of lllinois, which had 4,115.

In 2016, CACB had the second highest number of
bankruptcy filings (41,399), behind the national leader,
lllinois-Northern (44,937), and before the third-ranked
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The U.S. Bankruptcy Court, Central District of California’s (CACB) unique volume of self-represented (pro se) bankruptcy proceedings places exceptional demands on this Court. In 2016, a total of
69,266 pro se bankruptcy petitions were filed nationally, of which CACB accounted for over 14 percent with 9,943 pro se matters filed in its seven densely populated counties. Of these CACB pro
se cases, over half were dismissed in the same year, a notably high rate compared to the 9 percent dismissal rate among attorney-represented debtors.
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Rather than hiring a lawyer, many pro se debtors are filing their bankruptcy
cases with the assistance of Bankruptcy Petition Preparers (BPPs): non-
attorneys whose fees to prepare documents are limited by statute. However,
criminal instances of BPPs practicing law, avoiding disclosure in the petition,
and overcharging are not uncommon within the Central District, to the
detriment of many pro se debtors and their bankruptcy cases.

Incomplete Filing

Available to pro se debtors through the CACB website, the eSR
program enables users to prepare and submit chapter 7 petitions
electronically — a feature being increasingly used by debtors. With
339 cases filed through eSR in 2016, the total number of chapter 7
bankruptcy cases filed in eSR has more than doubled since it was
made available in September 2014.

Pro se debtors are at a much higher risk of
having document filing deficiencies result
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