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RECOGNITION OF PRO BONO VOLUNTEERS 

IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT, CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 
 
The Bankruptcy Judges of the Central District of California once again urge you to 

consider volunteering for one of the bankruptcy pro bono opportunities available in your area.  
Over the past several years, notwithstanding the cyclical increases and decreases in our filing 
numbers, one thing has remained constant:  there are large numbers of low-income individuals in 
our court in need of representation.  Organizations currently assisting low-income people in our 
district see hundreds of families on the brink of foreclosure or in other economic distress each 
year.  

 
Volunteer opportunities available range from commitments that require only a few hours 

every other month at a clinic to full representation in a chapter 7 case or adversary proceeding.  
With a self-help desk in every division, you can easily volunteer close to home for only the 
number of hours that fit into your schedule.  Consumer bankruptcy training may be available for 
you. While most requests are for debtor assistance, low-income creditor assistance is needed as 
well.  The programs are structured so that attorneys who generally represent creditors may 
volunteer without concern about conflicts of interest or being designated a debt relief agency.  
The vast majority of the people who come to these programs cannot afford counsel, but attorney 
referrals are also made through these organizations where appropriate. 

 
Even a brief consultation with an attorney can make a big difference to an unrepresented 

party.  Attorney assistance also greatly helps the court and other litigants.  You can find contact 
information for an organization in your area, along with the types of opportunities available on 
the Court’s website (www.cacb.uscourts.gov), in the “Programs and Services” section, by 
clicking on “Pro Bono Opportunities.”  We encourage you to contact one of these agencies1 to 
explore whether there might be a way for you to contribute your time and expertise to someone 
in need.  To those of you who already volunteer or provide badly needed pro bono help in other 
ways, we say thank you. Your efforts help the court be more responsive to all litigants, 
regardless of income level and are truly appreciated. 

 
SHERI BLUEBOND, CHIEF BANKRUPTCY JUDGE            

                                                           
1 The attached Honor Roll lists the names of the volunteers from the previous 12 months provided by each 
organization. The list will be updated quarterly to add any new volunteers emailed to 
HonorRoll@cacb.uscourts.gov. The volunteer organizations are to review the list each September and email the 
Honor Roll address with any names that are to be removed for the annual update. 
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Public Counsel’s Debtors Assistance Project  
Chapter 7, Adversary Proceeding & Reaffirmation Hearing Volunteers 

 

Andrew Altholz 
James Beirne 
Nan Blitman 

Cliff Bordeaux 
Ted Boxer 

Mark E. Brenner 
Zakeya Brookins 

Christopher D. Cantore 
Corey Carter 

Atryia S. Clark 
Laura Claveran 
Joseph Collier 
Ken Cooper 

Stephanie Cooper 
Omatshola Dafeta 

Lesley Davis 
Donna Dishbak 

John Emeya 
Kimiko Eguea 
Peter Gurfein 
Michelle Hahn 

 
Law Students: 

 
 

Interpreters: 
Gloria Aguirre 
Anna Alchetti 

Aberaldo Anaya 
Anna Andrete 
Nancy Arevalo 
Bev Caballeros 

Cassandra Calderon 
Susan Castillo 

Sonia Castro-Lowe 
Hector Chavez 

 
 

Ricardo Kim 
Peter Lively 

René López de Arenosa Jr. 
Eva Malholtra 

John Mellisinos 
Juanita Miller 

Susan I. Montgomery 
Roksana D. Moradi 

Jason Murai 
Sandra Nutt 

Philomena Nzegge 
Shai Oved  
Louis Park 

Leonard Pena 
Kenneth Perry 
Monica Reider 

Eric Ridley  
Todd Roberts 

R. Grace Rodriguez 
Selena Rojhani 
Siovash Rokni 

 
Brandon Crane 
Kimiko Elguea 

 
 

Patricia Cruz-Peffer 
Nadine Erickson 

Jenny Faure 
Mario Flores 
Max Gallardo 
Sarahi Gomez 

Belem Gonzalez 
Sally Hawkridge 
Cesar Hernandez 
Ana Landaverde 

 
 
 

 

Lauren Ross 
Allan Sarver 

Zev Schectman 
Salvatore Sciortino 

Stanley Shar 
Claire Shin 

Darren Schlecter 
Jennifer Skornik 

Ali Talai 
Jonathan Vaknin 

Diana Ter-Vardenyan 
Tamar Terzian 
Thomas Ure 

Jason Wallach 
Steven Wolvek 

Sloan Youkstetter 
Aleksandra Zimonjic 

Regina Zeltser 
Roye Zur 

 
 
 

Skye Serijan 
 
 
 

Rosa Maldonado 
Susana Medina 
Reggie Moore 
Ariana Munoz 
Patricia Peffer 

Heidi Santos Perez 
Carmen Rodriguez 
Leticia Salisbury 

Laura Skorich 
Stacey Tennyson 
Melissa Topete 

 



 

Los Angeles Bankruptcy Self Help Desk & Pro Se Clinic Volunteers 

Melody Aaron 
Danny Agai 

Veronica Aguilar 
Wilfred Aka 

Jenifer Anisman 
Louis Anthes 

Stephen Bagger 
Sheila Bayne 

Saman Behnam 
Joanne Beverly 

Chris Blake 
Nan Blitman 

Janina Botchkis 
DeAndre Bradford 
Kristal Bradford 

Nick Brovko 
Brian Brumfield 
Laura Butkute 

Christopher Cantore 
Kelly K. Chang 

Peter Chu 
Randi Cooper 
Andrew Daar 

Omatshola Dafeta 
Christopher Dalbey 
Cristobalina Davis 
Hasmik Dzhanszyan 

Kimiko Elguea 
Sheldon Eskin 
Sheila Esmaili 
Yolanda Evans 
Stephen Farkas 
Mike Gaffney 

Arash Ghadooshahy 
Henry Glowa 

Elizabeth Gonsalves 
Robert Guevara 

Kyle Hackett 
Sun Han 

 

Sevan Harabidian 
Curt Harrington 
Ross Heckmann 
Marc Hodges 

Martin Johnson 
Jennifer L. Jones 

Ivan Kallick 
Jody Kasten 

Bert Kawahara 
Deian Kazachki 
Chris Keilson 
George Kelly 

Andre Khansari 
Andrew Kim 

Christian Kim 
John H. Kim 
Ricardo Kim 
Larry Kuo 
Tuan Le 

Rory Leisinger 
Ryan Leisinger 

Kevin Liu 
Chris Loo 

Kristy Lozoya 
Victor Marin 

Kahlil McAlpin 
Philip McDermott 

Lindsay McMenamin 
Linet Megerdomian 

Desiree Meguerditchian 
Roya Milder 
Elissa Miller 

Adriana Montia 
Denise Moore 

Linda Muchamel 
Linaja Murray 
Leon Ozeran 
Michael Peng 
Cecilio Perez 

 

Debra Pollock 
Tyler Prosser 

Sharon Ramchandani 
Manuel Ramos 

Louretta Randell 
Robert Reganyan 

Angie Reid 
Selena Rohjani 
Daniel Ronen 
David Rowe 

Michael Salanick 
Skye Serijan 

Matthew Sidebottom 
Kathie Sierra 

Malinda Sinclair 
Rooh Singh 

Michael Song 
Celia Spalding 

Rosemary Stevens 
Newton Tak 

Marla Tauscher 
Pateel Tavidian 

Dianna Ter-Verdanyan 
Krista Topete 

Tiffany Truong 
Levi Uku 

Jonathan Vaknin 
Kevin Van Hout 

Holly Walker 
Elen C. Wgali 

Jake Wien 
Monika Wiener 

Katherine Windler 
Michael Yi 

Sloan Youkstetter 
Abner Zelnic 
Jenny Zhai 

 

San Fernando Valley Division Self-Help Desk Volunteers 

Anil Bhartia 
James Bierne 
Nan Blitman 

Mark Brenner 

M. Jonathan Hayes 
Gail Higgins 
Yi Sun Kim 
Ilyse Klavir 

 

Jonathan Leventhal 
Roksana D. Moradi 

Pat Said 



 

Legal Aid Foundation of Santa Barbara County Consumer Debt Clinic Volunteers 

David Barby 
Patricia Fox 

Chris Gautschi 
Veronique Hartley 

Daniel Higson 
Juan Higuera 

Sanford Horowitz 
 
 
 

Kate Lee 
Brett McMurdo 
Casey Nelson 

Reed Olmstead 
Casey Nelson 

 
Paralegal Volunteer(s): 

John Rounds 
Jennifer Smith 
Randall Sutter 
Felicita Torres 

 
 

Jean Linn 

Public Service Law Corporation (Riverside Legal Aid)  
Riverside & Coachella Valley Volunteers 

Christian Anyiam 
Anyiam Law Firm 

 
Steven Blake 

 
Ryan S. Carrigan 

Smith & Carrigan Law Group 
 
 
 
 

Ruben Escalante 
Sheppard Mullin Richter & 

Hampton, LLC 
 

Brandon J. Iskander 
Amelie A. Kamau 
Donald McKay 

 
Paralegals: 

 
 

Manfred Schroer 
Law Offices of Manfred Schroer 

 
Summer Shaw 

Hanover & Shaw 
 

Mary M.S. Shin 
 

Gabriela Figueroa 
Margarita Perez 

Orange County Bar and Public Law Center Volunteers      

Christina Ahluwalia 
Anerio Altman 
John Au Yeng 

Carys Arvidson 
Amy Bingham 
Brad Calvin 

Steve Cardoza 
Jason Chou 

Anthony Dispoto 
Shawna Esparza 
David Goodrich 

Allison Hahn 
Tonya Hebert 

 

Benjamin Heston 
Richard Heston 

Justin Irish 
Michael Jones 
Mark Karpe 

Leah Kaufman 
Leslie Keih Kaufman 

Bridget Kelly 
David Kim 

Christine Kingston 
Rachel Khalili 
William Krall 
Aaron Malo 

 

Timothy McFarlin 
Jack Meaney 

Angela Mestre Phil Metzinger  
Patrick O’Kennedy 

Misty Perry-Isaacson 
Gary Polston 
Celia Robles 

Kevin Samson 
Iman Sorat 

 Catherine Sun 
Namita Thakker 

Lydia Tse 
Michael Wallin 

 
Law Student Volunteers: Rik Jeffrey 

 
Honieh Udenka 

 


